142                   LOCATION OF INDUSTRIES IN INDIA
below the surface and the irrigation charges are very
moderate. The main reason for the unique position of the
United Provinces with regard to sugar-cane acreage is the
provision of ample and cheap irrigation facilities. In the early
period of growth of sugar-cane, throughout the hot and dry
season, the crop is almost entirely dependent on artificial
irrigation.
The soil of the main cane growing regions is the alluvium
of the Gangetic plain, the great bulk of which contains
adequate quantities of lime and potash, though the amount
of nitrogen present at any time is small. The loamy soils
found in these areas are also excellent for cane and sub-
stantially reduce the expenditure on artificial manures. The
agricultural operations are simple and the preparation of
the soil does not cost much. Such factors like the cheap
irrigation facilities and the excellent quality of rich soil are
mainly responsible for the production of sugar-cane in normal
times at such a low cost as 3 as. 7 pies per maund. In the
United Provinces there are no cash crops as paying as sugar-
cane and, therefore, the choice of the cultivator in the matter
of cash crops is very limited. For this reason sugar-cane
_is found growing in the U.P. in concentrated and compact
blocks. This fact enables the ifactories to obtain their
supplies within reasonable limits.
In the province of Bihar the most important cane growing
'region lies in North Bihar between the mountains on the
north and the river Ganges in the south. The conditions in
this area approximate to those of the eastern cane region
of the United Provinces. The monsoon sets in somewhat
:earlier and lasts longer than in the U.P. but the rainfall
in this area is more intermittent than it is further east. The
average annual rainfall in the sub-montane tract is from 50
to 55 inches but nearer the Ganges it may not exceed 40 or
42 inches, On the whole the summers in North Bihar are
hot but the winters are mild and the sugar-cane crops are
not liable to damage by frost
This region is a level plain falling gradually from the foot
of the Himalayas but with a belt of fairly high land near the
banks of the river Ganges. The soil consists mostly of older
alluvium but it has been replaced by more recent deposits